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Application/Control Number: 09/930,476 
Art Unit: 1731 



Response to Amendment 



The following is in response to the amendment filed on August 3, 2004. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 10, 1 1, 19-22, and 26-28 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 10, 1 1, and 19 are allowed for at least the features of charging phosphate 
glass raw material into a position of the bubbling of an oxidizing gas thereby oxidizing 
free phosphorus generated by the decomposition of phosphate glass raw material. 

Claims 20-22 and 26-28 are allowed for at least the features of charging 
phosphate or fluorophospate glass raw material into a position of the bubbling of an 
oxidizing gas, and further controlling the melting process such that the depth of the 
molten glass where the glass raw material is charged is 1.5 to 3 times the distance 
between the glass raw material charging port and the liquid surface of the molten glass. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, filed August 3, 2004 with respect to previous rejections 
based on Yanagita et al (US 5,246,892) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
The rejections of Claims 10, 1 1, and 19 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yanagita et al., and of Claims 1 1 and 23-25 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
Yanagita et al in view of Broemer et al (US 3,847,624) have been withdrawn. 

After reconsideration of Yanagita, it is clear that Yanagita is concerned with 
increasing the solubility of platinum inclusions within the glass melt and to keep the 
platinum in an ionic state by bubbling gas in or over a glass melt, rather than preventing 
platinum from initially going into the melt. Yanagita does not teach or suggest the 
charging of raw materials into a position of bubbling, thereby oxidizing free phosphorus 
generated by the decomposition of the raw material. There is also no teaching of relative 
dimensions of the depth of the glass melt and the distance between the charging port and 
surface of the melt. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Hug whose telephone number is 571 272-1 192. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571 272-1 1 89. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




STEVEN P. GRIFFIN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1 700 




